
    
  

        

   

   

  

  

      

       

  

   

            

San José State University 
Psychology Department 

Psyc 158, 30652, Perception, Sec 80, SUMMER 2025 

Instructor: Steven Macramalla 

Office Location: ZOOM 

Telephone: 831-234-8451 

Email: steven.macramalla@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: TuTh 2:30PM – 3:30PM 

Class Days/Time: TuTh 10:00AM - 2:00PM 

Classroom: ZOOM 

Prerequisites: Psych 001 
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QUIZZES 

Time-pressured Multiple-Choice 20-30 Questions 

(approx. <1min. / question) to complete a quiz on the 

designated day. 

It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to make sure you set aside 

time in a quiet undisturbed location on that day with 

ample time to complete it. Requests for exam date 

changes will be considered for extenuating 
circumstances, 

if you have more than two exams on the same day, are 
a parent, or have suffered unforeseen hardships due to 

the pandemic. 

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging (Optional) 
Copies of the course materials such as the syllabus, major assignment handouts, etc. may 
be found on my faculty web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/steven.macramalla or 
accessible through the Quick Links>Faculty Web Page links on the SJSU home page. 
You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU 
(or other communication system as indicated by the instructor). 

Course Description 

private experiences of the world? We will be examining the physical structure of the 
senses, and how their organization solves problems posed by evolution. 
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Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives 
The objective is to comprehend fundamental principles of sensation and perception as it 
applies to each sensory modality. 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

Navigate and discriminate the scientific literature in sensation and perception in areas 
relevant to their concerns. 

Required Texts/Readings  
Textbook 

Wolfe, Klunder & Levi    Sensation & Perception, 4th -6th Ed. 
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I respond to levels of student participation. If you are the type of person 
who- draws mor,e attention to yourself than to the materi1al, I will ask you to 
curb your enthusiasm and hold your questi,on for af er cllass. lllf you are the 
type· of person who hides in the corner in camouflage, I will ask you 
quesf on s in an effort to e ncou r.a,g1e your participation .. 

Even on Zoom, students are expected to display professionalism and 

respect for others: Arrive on time. Participate in class. Engage in civil 

dialogue. Pay attention to the lecture. Do not cheat. Do not distract other 

students with unnecessary chat and Private Messaging. Please refrain 

from using your laptop for anything unrelated to class. 

Attend all classes. Read the book prior to class. Participate in in-class 

activities Please, check the syllabus and mark your calendars now for 

important dates. 

Please arrive on time and stay for the whole class. 

Office hours are not a replacement for reading the text and attending 

class. If you miss class, get notes from at least two other students. 

 Cheating will not be tolerated in any form. Period. 
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D
ropping and A

dding
 

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, 
grade forgiveness, etc.  R

efer to the current sem
ester’s C

atalog Policies section at 
http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.htm

l.  A
dd/drop deadlines can be found on the 

current academ
ic calendar w

eb page located at 
http://w

w
w

.sjsu.edu/academ
ic_program

s/calendars/academ
ic_calendar/. The Late D

rop 
Policy is available at http://w

w
w

.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should
be aw

are of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes.  

Inform
ation about the latest changes and new

s is available at the A
dvising H

ub at 
http://w

w
w

.sjsu.edu/advising/. 
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E
xam

s  There w
ill be three in-class exam

s and the final exam
, each is com

posed of no 
m

ore than 50 (fifty) m
ultiple-choice questions. The exam

s w
ill be non-cum

ulative (they 
w

ill only include m
aterial covered in the m

ost recent segm
ent of the course).  

Exam
s w

ill rely heavily on the textbook, and the textbook com
panion w

ebsite provides 
quizzes to help you prepare. For best results, read the text in advance and integrate it w

ith 
the m

aterial in class.  A
ll exam

s w
ill be closed book and closed notes. N

o electronic 
devices (cell phones, PD

A
s, laptops, calculators, etc.) m

ay be used during exam
inations. 
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Course Grading Scale (% of Total Points): 
A+ 96-100% B+ 86-89% C+ 76-79% D+ 66-69% F<60% 

A 93-95% B 83-85% C 73-75% D 63-65% 

A- 90-92% B- 80-82% C- 70-72% D- 60-62% 

University Policies 

Academic integrity 

Students should know that the University’s Academic Integrity Policy is available at 
http://sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/faculty_and_staff/academic_integrity/index.html. Your 
own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State 
University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your 
academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office 
of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical 
Development website is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism 
(presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without 
giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this 
class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise 
specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have 
submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy 
F06-1 requires approval of instructors. 
Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need 
to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential 
Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must 
register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to 
establish a record of their disability. 

Learning Assistance Resource Center (Optional) 
The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) is located in Room 600 in the Student 
Services Center. It is designed to assist students in the development of their full academic 
potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. The center provides 
support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, 
learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. The 
LARC website is located at http:/www.sjsu.edu/larc/. 
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SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall. It is staffed by 
professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each 
of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA 
requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all 
disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/. 

Peer Mentor Center 

The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success 
Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping 
students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges 
to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, 
offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping 
out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a 
drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/ 
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Psyc 158, 30652, Perception, Sec 80, SUMMER 2025 
The schedule is subject to change. Notification will be by email and class announcement. 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 Tue July 8 Welcome & Intro 
Chap 1 History, Philosophy & Methods 

2 Thur July 10 Chap 2 Photons & Eye Physiology 
Chap 3 Photoreceptors, Optic Pathways, Columns 
Test 1 

3 Tue July 15 Chap 4 Edges, Figure-Ground Separation, Object Recognition 

4 Thur July 17 Chap 5 Color 
Chap 6 Depth Perception 
Test 2 

5 Tue July 22 Chap 7 Complex Scene Perception & Attention 
Chap 8 Motion Perception 

6 Thur July 24 Test 3 

7 Tue July 29 Chap 9 Auditory Physiology & Psychoacoustics 
Chap 10 Hearing in the Environment 

8 Thur July 31 Chap 11 Hearing Music and Speech 
Chap 12 Vestibular Perception 
Test 4 

9 Tue Aug 5 Chap 13 Touch 

10 Thur Aug 7 Chap 14 Olfaction 
Chap 15 Taste 
Test 5 
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