SJSU

ENGL 1A: A Menu of Ideas
Fall 2020, San José State University

Instructor: Daniel Hendel De La O

Course: ENGL 1A, First-Year Writing

GE Category: A2, Written Communication I

Units: 3

Prerequisite: Completion of “Reflection on College Writing”

Office Hours: Tue/Thu 10:30 — 11:30 a.m. (by appointment and via Zoom)
Email: daniel.hendeldelao@sjsu.edu
‘Web: eauzone.blogspot.com

Sections:
1 (42047) - Mon/Wed 7:30 — 8:45 a.m. (Bi-weekly meetings online via Zoom)
26 (42107) - Mon/Wed 9:00 — 10:15 a.m. (Bi-weekly meetings online via Zoom)

Zoom Login:
1 - Meeting ID: 941 9793 5952 / Passcode: 657359 (SJSU authenticated required)
26 - Meeting ID: 948 8469 7791 / Passcode: 001523 (SJSU authenticated required)

“A party without cake is just a meeting.”
—Julia Child

Course Theme

“Food, glorious food,” extols the classic number from the musical Oliver!. Indeed, humans have long sung
the virtues of food, endowing it with qualities ranging from spiritual to artistic, even sexual. Clearly, we
are a species that lives to eat. But while eating is something we need and want to do, it can also be a source
of great anxiety. As food has become increasingly abundant and more readily available, many Americans
have developed a love/hate relationship with it, resulting in epidemics of everything from obesity to
eating disorders. With constant concerns about what and how much to eat—even “what should we have
tor dinner?” perplexes millions on a daily basis. Food is so complicated today that some now strive to
simplify it once again. Still, one thing has not changed: food plays a vital part in how we function, and
even define ourselves. This fall's ENGL 1A course will feast on all things food.

A Note About Fall 2020

The health and safety of our university community is paramount. As such, our course this semester will
be conducted entirely online. While this format may present challenges, please be patient and respectful
of me and your classmates. I am looking forward to an exciting and engaging class.

Required Materials

All books are available in an electronic edition (e.g. Kindle), though pagination may vary from print
editions.
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Books:
The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals by Michael Pollan (ISBN: 0143038583)
The Everyday Writer with Exercises with 2016 MLA Update (Sixth Edition) by Andrea A. Lunsford
(ISBN: 1819088447)*

* Any edition of The Everyday Writer will suffice.

Technology Requirements

Students are required to have an electronic device (e.g. laptop, desktop, or tablet) with a camera and built-
in microphone, as well as a reliable Wi-I'i connection. San Jose State has a free equipment loan program
(sjsu.edu/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php) available for students.

Course Description

English 1A is an introductory writing course that helps students understand the writing process and the
goals, dynamics, and genres of written communication. Through interpretation and analysis of texts,
students learn to think clearly and write effectively as they give form and coherence to complex ideas.
Students practice these skills by writing for various audiences and rhetorical situations.

Course Content

Diversity: SISU studies include an emphasis on diversity. You will engage in integrated reading and
writing assighments to construct your own arguments on complex issues that generate meaningful public
debate. Readings for the course will include writers of different genders and from different socio-economic
classes.

Writing: Writing assignments will give you repeated practice in all phases of the writing process:
prewriting, organizing, writing, revising, and editing. This class requires a minimum of 8000 words, at
least 4000 of which must be in revised final draft form. Because in-class writing is valued and you should
be able to perform well in timed writing situations, at least one essay will be written in class. In addition,
ENGL 1A classes require multiple out-of-class essays.

Reading: In addition to being an intensive writing course, ENGL 1A is also a reading course. Reading is
a crucial component of the class, as one must read effective writing to become an eftective writer. During
the semester, you will read a variety of rhetorical and professional works on the art and craft of persuasive
language.

Multimodal: You will be presenting your arguments orally to class both as an individual and as part of'a
group.

General Education Learning Objectives (GELO)

Upon successful completion of the course, you will be able to:

1. Read actively and rhetorically

2. Perform the essential steps in the writing process (prewriting, organizing, composing, revising, and
editing) and demonstrate an awareness of said performance

3. Articulate an awareness of and write according to the rhetorical features of texts, such as purpose,

audience, context, and rhetorical appeals
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4. Integrate your ideas and those of others by explaining, analyzing, developing, and criticizing ideas
effectively in several genres
5. Demonstrate college-level language use, clarity, and grammatical proficiency in writing

The SJSU Writing Center

For the fall 2020 semester, the SJSU Writing Center will be operating entirely online. They have
significantly expanded their online tutoring and live chat offerings. Appointments can be made online
at sjsu.mywconline.com, and no appointment is needed to use their live chat service, which can be accessed
through their website. As always, all Writing Specialists have gone through a rigorous hiring process,
and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers.
In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on
a variety of writing topics. To make an appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered
through the Writing Center, visit the Writing Center website at sjsu.edu/writingcenter.

University, College, or Department Policy Information

University-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations,
etc., can be found at sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/index.html.

Department Grading Policy

Requirements for particular assignments will vary, but in all cases essay grades will reflect the paper’s
effectiveness, which are broken down into three major areas: content (this includes maturity and
sophistication of thought), organization, and expression. All assignments, quizzes, and exams are graded
on a traditional A-F scale.

The following are the criteria by which essays are typically evaluated in first-year writing courses:

*An “A” essay is organized and well-developed, demonstrating a clear understanding and fulfillment of
the assignment, written in a unique and compelling voice. It will show the student’s ability to use
language effectively with a solid command of grammar, mechanics, and usage.

*A “B” essay demonstrates competence in the same categories as an “A” essay, but it may show slight
weakness in one of these areas. It will respond to the topic suitably and may contain some
grammatical, mechanical or usage errors.

‘A “C” essay will complete the requirements of the assignment, but it will show weaknesses in
tundamentals, such as development. It may show weakness in mastery of grammar, mechanics, usage,
or voice.

*A “D” essay will neglect to meet all the requirements of the assignment or may be superficial in its
treatment of the topic. It may lack development or fail to stay on topic. It may contain grammatical,
mechanical, and/or usage errors that interfere with reader comprehension.

*An “F” essay does not fulfill the requirements of the assignment.

The EauZone

I maintain the EauZone (eauzone.blogspot.com) as a centralized location for general class information,
including assignments. It also contains an easy-to-reference archive of the course work. In addition, this
website will be the location of the course’s eReader (eR). These Web articles may be required to complete
some assignments. You will utilize this site, not Canvas, for most course information. On the homepage,
click on “ENGL 1A: A Menu of Ideas” under “Fall 2020 Courses” to be routed to our course’s page.
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Standards for Presentation of Work
All typed work must be in MLA Style. Samples are located online and in The Everyday Writer.

Please follow this sample heading for all typed work:

Fu

As

Att

11 Name

ENGL 1A: Section number

signment

he end of each typed assignment, include the word count. Example:

| Word Count: 741

Thi

s Course’s Policies

General:

Gra

I am happy to call you by whatever name you prefer, but please be consistent. For example, if your
name is John Wilson, but you go by Jack, then use “John (Jack) Wilson” on all assignments. Also,
remember that preferred names can be set in Canvas using these instructions:
sjsu.edu/registrar/docs/Preferred_name_setting.pdf.

I am also happy to use your preferred pronouns. Simply notify me as early in the semester as
possible—and I apologize in advance if I occasionally slip up.

As soon as possible, upload a clear photo to your Canvas and email accounts. This is especially
important given our online-only setting.

des and grading:

I will sometimes make sentence-level corrections to only one page or paragraph of your essay. This
is done in an effort to make you a better editor of your own work. You should assume that the
corrections I've made are applicable to your entire essay. In fact, you may even be asked to correct
your own paper based upon the section I revised.

There is a participation component to your grade. It could mean the difference between letter grades.
To receive all or most of these points, it is important that you actively engage in the classroom
experience (e.g. frequently ask questions and/or comment). Simply attending class is not sufficient to
garner full points, as they are based on active participation, not attendance.

There will be no extra-credit opportunities this semester.

Check Canvas for your most up-to-date grades.

Assignments:

DH

All writing assignments are due on the dates indicated on EauZone, which contains the most up-to-
date schedule and information.

Submit late assignments (via Canvas) no later than the following class after the due date. They will
be lowered one letter grade. No assignments will be accepted beyond this point.

Without prior notification, missed presentations cannot be made up. If you must miss your
presentation date, make prior arrangements with me.

All assignments will be uploaded via Canvas.
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Zoom Practices and Etiquette:

Your camera should be turned on for all class meetings. I am happy to accommodate any special needs
or requests.

Please dress appropriately.

Always keep yourself on “mute” when not speaking.

To comment or ask a question, please speak aloud or use the “raise a hand” feature—the “chat” feature
will typically be turned off.

Do not send me a private chat message during class. Instead, message me afterwards.

All Zoom classes will be recorded and will be posted to Canvas.

University policy (S12-7) requires consent from all individuals who appear in a class recording. If you
do not wish to be identified in a recording, feel free to utilize the “anonymous option,” but please notify
me beforehand.

Please obtain permission from me before recording any class session. Note that any personal
recordings are strictly for private use and cannot be shared with anyone outside of class.

Email:

In order to streamline communications, email me at daniel.hendeldelao@sjsu.edu ONLY. Please do
not contact me via Canvas.

In your email, indicate your section number in the subject line, or somewhere in the body. This helps
me reply to your email in a timelier manner.

Due to the high volume of email I receive daily, it may take me a day (or more) to respond.

Unless it affects your presentation, there is no need to contact me if you miss class.

If you are absent, please do not message me to ask what you missed. You should have the contact
information of at least two other classmates. They should be able to fill you in on any relevant
information. If you still have a question, then feel free to contact me.

Editing Marks Guide
Here is a guide to some of the editing symbols (some standard, some my own) you'll be seeing on your
papers this semester.

Symbol: Meaning: 12. AWK Awkward phrasing
1. A Insert 13. CS Comma splice
2. 1 Text is likely not properly 14. FRAG Fragment

double-spaced 15. ITL Either add or remove italics
3 — Indent 1x 16. HEAD Issue with page header
4. — —» Indent 2x 17. PASS Passive voice
5+ Good point 18. RO Run-on sentence
6. P Meaning unclear 19. SP Spelling _
T # Add space 20. SV Subject-verb disagreement
8. Place inside quotes 21. TC Title case
9. Start new paragraph 22. TNR Use Times New Roman font
10. @ Delete 23. UL Add or remove underline
11. 2X Double space 24. WC Word choice
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Course Work

Class sessions will employ a combination of lectures, group discussions, presentations, and writing
workshops that will cover a range of activities, including analyzing, interpreting, outlining, revising, and
editing.

All essays should:
Range from 250 words (approx. 1 page) to 750 words (approx. 2 ' pages), depending on assignment
Be in MLA Style
Unless otherwise noted, always include a works cited*

* Your works cited may be inserted directly after the end of your essay—it does not need to be on a separate page.

. . Word Revised/
Assignment Description GELO Count Workshopped Value

This in-class essay will be my first
Diagnostic | opportunity to evaluate your 2-4 500 4 0
writing.

This in-class essay will explore one

Memoir aspect of your personal relationship 2-4 750 v 20
with food.
Short You will write short answer
Answer responses to a story by TC Boyle, 1-5 500 20

Responses | Roald Dahl, and others.

You will write a letter to newspaper
Letter to editor about a “torn from the

the Editor headlines” food issue currently 1-5 500 20
concerning Americans.
Your expository essay will explore

Expository one of the food issues raisgd in 1-5 50 92
Michael Pollan’s The Omnivore’s
Dilemma.

The contents of your expository
Infographic | essay will be visually transformed 1-5 250 4 20
into an infographic.

You will write five 2-page
Reflections | reflections on a variety of food- 2-4 1,000 50
related prompts.

English This department-wide assessment
Department | will ask you reflect on your growth 2-5 500 20
Assessment | as a writer in ENGL 1A.
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You and a classmate will create a
Multimedia | 10-minute multimedia presentation
Presentation | (e.g. PowerPoint, Keynote) based
upon a food-related topic.

1-5 500 20

Online attendance alone does not
Participation | earn participation points, but active 10
and consistent participation in class.

Word Count: 5,250 Point Total: 200

Final Grade Calculations:

A+ 194-200 B+ 174-179 C+ 154-159 F 0-139
A 188-193 B 168-173 C 148-153
A- 180-187 B- 160-167 C- 140-147

*You must earn at least 140 points to recerve course credit.

Course Schedule
This schedule is subject to change. Always consult EauZone for the most up-to-date information and
schedule. Consider this syllabus to be only a rough guide and immediately out-ot-date.

Key:
DB (Dropox)
eR (eReader)
OMNI (Omnivore’s Dilemma)

Notes:
Look for any assignments worth points to be CAPITALIZED and bolded below.
Lectures will be emailed to you the Sunday prior to class.
Unless otherwise noted:
All assignments are due on Wednesdays by 6 p.m. via Canvas—do not email.
All presentations will happen on Wednesdays.

Week 1: Greek Potatoes Week 2: Chouquettes
Wed 8.19 Mon 8.24/Wed. 8.26
Class: Syllabus review Class: Introductions; Presentation partner and

topic assignments; Lecture—"Crafting the Essay:
Writing as a Process”

Due: REFLECTION 1

Week 3: Chicken Piccata Week 4: Potato Dauphinoise

Mon 8.31/Wed 9.2 Mon 9.7 (NO CLASS—LABOR DAY)/Wed 9.9
Class: Lecture—"Building a Better Multimedia Class: Lecture—"“Citing Sources in MLA: The
Presentation: An Annotated Look” Basics” and “MLA Style 101”

Due: DIAGNOSTIC
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Week 5: Carnitas

Mon 9.14/Wed 9.16

Read: DB—Lit Pack, No. 1 (“Simple Recipes” by
Madeleine Thien, “A Small, Good Thing” by
Raymond Carver, “Sorry Fugu” by TC Boyle,
“Taste” by Roald Dahl)

Class: Reading discussion; Multimedia
presentations; Lecture—“You're in College Now:
The New Rules of University Writing”

Due: REFLECTION 2

Week 6: Cookies and Cream FFudge Brownies
Mon 9.21/Wed 9.23

Read: DB—Lit Pack, No.2 (“The Luncheon” by
Jeftrey Archer, “Witches' Loaves” by O. Henry,
“January: Christmas Rolls” by Laura Esquival, “A
Bunch of Broccoli on the Third Shelf” by Lara
Vapnyar)

Class: Reading discussion; Multimedia
presentations

Due: MEMOIR (DRAFT 1)

Week 7: Orange-Scented Polenta Cake with
Rosemary, Thyme, and Pistachios

Mon 9.28/Wed 9.30

Read: OMNI—Introduction — 3- The Elevator
Class: Reading discussion; Multimedia
presentations

Due: MEMOIR (FINAL DRAFT)

Week 8: Pork Vindaloo

Mon 10.5/Wed 10.7

Read: OMNI—4- The FFeedlot: Making Meat —
7- The Meal: FFast IFood

Class: Multimedia presentations

Due: SHORT ANSWER RESPONSES

Week 9: Goat’s Cheese Chocolate Tart

Mon 10.12/Wed 10.14

Read: OMNI—s- All Flesh is Grass — 11- The
Animals: Practicing Complexity

Class: Reading discussion; Multimedia
presentations

Week 10: Egg Fu Yung With Roasted Red
Pepper and Sweet Chili

Mon 10.19/Wed 10.21

Class: Reading discussion; Multimedia
presentations

Due: LETTER TO THE EDITOR (SPECIAL
SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS TBA)

Week 11: Devil’s Food Cake

Mon 10.26/Wed 10.28

Read: OMNI—12- Slaughter: In a Glass Abattoir
- 14- The Meal: Grass-Fed

Class: Reading discussion; Multimedia
presentations

Due: REFLECTION 3

Week 12: Saffron Spinach Risotto
Mon 11.2/Wed 11.4

Class: Reading discussion; Multimedia
presentations

Due: EXPOSITORY

Week 13: Pozole Verde

Mon 11.9/Wed 11.11 (NO CLASS—
VETERAN’S DAY)

Class: Lecture—"“Infographics 101”
Due: REFLECTION 4

Week 14: Pub-Style Steak and Ale Pie
Mon 11.16/Wed 11.18

Class: Multimedia presentations

Due: INFOGRAPHIC (DRAFT 1)

Week 15: Caramelized Cream Eggs

Mon 11.23/Wed 11.25 (NO CLASS—
THANKSGIVING)

Class: Multimedia presentations

Due: INFOGRAPHIC (DRAFT 2; DUE
MONDAY 11.23)

Week 16: Lemon and Pistachio Meringue
Roulade

Mon 11.80/Wed 12.2%*

Class: Multimedia presentations

Due: REFLECTION 5

*Final regular class meeting of the semester

SECTION 1 FINAL

SECTION 26 FINAL

Week 17: Stilton Pufts

Fri 12.11, 8 —9:30 am.

Class: Course wrap-up

Due: ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
ASSESSMENT (SUBMIT VIA CANVAS BY 5
P.M.)

Week 18: Christmas Tree Cupcakes

Tue 12.15, 8 — 9:30 a.m.

Class: Course wrap-up

Due: ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
ASSESSMENT (SUBMIT VIA CANVAS BY 5
P.M.)
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